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NEWSLETTER 

Hello Fellow Artists! 

 

Do you have something in your life and art 

that you have worked on for a long time 

without the results you’d hoped for?  Do 

you keep picking yourself up and restart-

ing again and again?  Do you ever say to 

yourself:  “Why am I doing this?” or “Is it worth the ef-

fort?” or “I feel weak and useless.” 

All the above have drifted through my mind.  However, I 

get up every day, thank God for another day and start 

anew.  I know I have self-worth and the ability to make a 

difference.  I choose to move forward!  How about you?  

Make a difference for yourself and our club!  Be a part of 

the OAI experience! 

Fun Shops, Luncheons and, of course, our upcoming “in 

person” Art Show at Hot Shops in November!  Make your 

DREAMSCAPE come to life!   

Read about all these opportunities in this newsletter as 

well as the wonderful happenings (photos included!) of 

our 75
th

 Anniversary Gala! 

It was fantastic!   

I choose to move forward and remember:  All efforts of 

worth can be difficult as well as rewarding. Let’s continue 

to grow together in Omaha Artists, Inc. and be rewarded! 

 

Warmly, 

      Sherry  

Sherry Reese:  402-333-0807     

(landline; leave a message) 

   sherryreesefineart@gmail.com   
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Patti Kounkel 

GALA Event/Planner Chair 

Katie Johnson 

GALA Event/Planner Co-Chair 
 

Treasurer 

 
THE 75-Year GALA Celebration finally arrived after 2 years 
of planning and creating!  Please enjoy the photographs in 
the newsletter.  I have posted more photos on my Facebook 
Page and the Omaha Artists Inc Pages - both non & mem-
bers only.  There are not enough pages allotted to thank 
everyone who played a part in making this GALA a GRAND 
SUCCESS!  I think we all can agree...Patti Kounkel, Event 
Coordinator and her Team  “made it happen!” I only wish we 
could all be here for the 100—year anniversary: The 2021 
GALA Celebration of Omaha Artists, Inc. 75 years will be dif-
ficult to top! 
~ Reporter and GALA Co-Chair Katie Johnson 

OAI  
75th Anniversary  

Gala News! 

Jo Anne Nielsen 

Treasurer 

Guests were warmly greeted 

by Jo Anne Nielsen, Treasur-

er, and Susan Stevens,      

Website Guru, & handed a fan 

program then offered a cook-

book to purchase! 

The fan programs 

were Patti’s idea 

and created by 

Audrey Jackson, 

Katie Johnson’s 

daughter-in-law. 

Katie 

Johnson 

Painted 

The  

Gold 

Frames! 

Did you realize Patti Kounkel, GALA Co-Chair painted the 

image used on the above GALA invitation? 
Extraordinarily creative centerpieces 

created by Patti Kounkel, & Katie  

Johnson, GALA Co-Chairs 



 

 
 

 “We had a jam 

packed evening 

of enjoyment all 

for you!” 
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OAI  Gala News, con’t. 

A memorable night of entertainment and FUN!!! 

A big thank you from OAI to 

the Event Coordinator, Patti 

Kounkel & her husband, Tom. 

There were four who worked tirelessly together for two years 

(Patti Kounkel, Katie Johnson, Jo Anne Nielsen, & Judy Freeland) 

making the GALA dream come true. However, it could not have 

happened without everyone—all the volunteers who "pitched in”  

~vendors, silent auction promoters, “gazebo artists,”and all those 

who worked behind the scenes & at the tables. THANK YOU! 

The audience enjoyed clever and witty Master of 

Ceremonies & former President, Katie Johnson. 

Johnny Ray Gomez entertained the audience with comedy, music, and songs...involving the 

audience, and was thoroughly enjoyed by all who were NOT wanting the enchanted     

evening to end! 
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Reese Photography shot formal photo-

graphs as guests entered the GALA while 

Sherry Reese, our President, sold raffle 

tickets! 
Shown: Alex, Steve, & Sherry Reese (with 

Katie Johnson) 

OAI  Gala News, con't. 

Group photo of the terrific thirteen past Presidents and current President, Sherry Reese. 

Marilyn E. Hanson and Pat 

Lontor, past Presidents & Carol 

McCall enjoying the evening! 

Roy & Denise Lueke with daughter, Kelsey 

Lancaster. They were also vendors—

Kelsey author of 3 books with Denise 

illustrating the covers! 

Ester Brabec shown here with her twin 

sister and husband. Esther was a vendor! 

October 2021 

MC, Katie Johnson, handed out 

“Gold Seal” Certificates to the 

13 Past Presidents in attend-

ance. Sharon Clawson gracious-

ly accepted hers. 



These are just six of the “blocks” 

sewn by Connie Eyberg. 

This is an example of one of the 

numerous pen & ink paintings dis-

played by Judy Freeland. 

This was a three sided gazebo Tom Kounkel built! It showcased the history of Omaha 

Artists, Inc. with pen & ink paintings depicting architectural designs of homes through 

the years by Judy Freeland. Also displayed were decades of women’s clothing styles 

sewn by Connie Eyberg! 

OAI  Gala News, con't. 
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Finally, a big THANK YOU to our donors: 

Silver Level Donors: 

Creighton Basketball           Know Thyself Life Coaching 

Mervin Reese Photography   Outdoor Living 

Bronze Level Donors 

Tom & Patricia Kounkel  Pat Lontor                  Jam’s (Dodge St.) 

Dan & Katie Johnson       Pilcher’s Indian Store  LaCasa Pizzaria 

Jo Anne Nielsen  Longhorn Steakhouse  Charlie’s on the Lake 

Durham Museum  Debie Plog                 Great Harvest Bread 

HyVee Stores       Passageway Gallery     Nothing Bundt Cakes 

Trees, Shrubs & More  Fontenelle Forest  Starbucks Coffee 

Marilyn Hanson      Lauritzen Gardens         Party City 

Tusey’s Grill           Joslyn Art Museum        US Bank 

Silent Auction Table 



This is the first and only 
cookbook ever pub-
lished by Omaha Artists 
Inc.!  This cookbook has 
recipes (doesn’t every 
cookbook?) but, not eve-
ry cookbook has beauti-
ful artwork throughout 
the pages.  Cookbooks 
are here and flying off 
the shelves!  Have you 
gotten one for your-
self?  As this notice is 
being written, we only 
have 77 shopping days 
left before Christmas!!! 
You may wish to add 
these cookbooks to your 
shopping list and pur-

chase them early!  The 
idea of publishing and 
selling cookbooks as a 
fundraiser came about 
when our organization 
decided to have a GALA 
to celebrate our 75-year 
anniversary!    
We will have cookbooks 
for sale at all Fun Shops 
and Luncheon Pro-
grams.  Soon, we will 
have cookbooks availa-
ble on our website and 
can be paid through 
PayPal.  Should you 
wish to purchase a cook-
book now, we can mail 
you a cookbook or you 

may wish to make an 
appointment to stop 
by Katie Johnson or 
Jo Anne Nielsen’s 
home.  Cookbooks 
are $15.00 each for in
-person shopping or 
– if you wish a cook-
book mailed to you 
or a recipient, the 
cost is $19.59 which 
includes shipping 
and handling (cash /
check).                      

 -- Contact Katie 

Johnson or Jo Anne 
Nielsen, Cookbook 
Sales Team 

 

COOKBOOK SUPPLY DWINDLING QUICKLY... 
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  ENDING CHILD ABUSE TOGETHER  ~ Katie Johnson                                
      Child abuse is a fact in our city. Let’s help end the                           
     the cycle. Since the outbreak of the Coronavirus,   
     there are children experiencing more abuse and neg 
     lect.  At the 75th Anniversary GALA Celebration,  
     we collected donations; however we want to reach  
     out asking for all of our members to help. Let’s be  
     “that someone” in the life of a child. We will  

     continue to make donations to Project Harmony 
      through the end of November.   
                           Please send your donation to: Project Harmony    
 Jo Anne Nielsen, 7335 Shadow Lake Plz, #312, Papillion, NE 68046 

                                                                                                                            —-Thank you!  
 

Don’t let COVID 

shortages put a 

damper on YOUR 

Christmas! Get your 

cookbooks while 

supplies last! 

 TO GET 1 SOON! 
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Fun Shop With Sara Wamsat 
“Flip the Switch on decoupage!” 

Sara Wamsat, past President of OAI  

and award winning artist, will be our instructor  

Wednesday, October 19th 

10:00—1:00 p.m. 

Lutheran Church of the Master  2617 South 114th Street 
 

Come and learn “Reverse Glass Collage.” 
Learn to “Tell your story with paper!” 

Supplies to bring? 

Smooth, clear glass—a plate, bowl, any size or shape  

NO texture, etching or colored glass (CLEAR—SMOOTH) 

Light weight Pyrex lids or pie pans work best. Sara suggests shopping at a junk store! 

Scissors 

Craft knife/razor blade 

Stiff Brush or 1” chip brush 

Regular brush for detail work 

Water container 

Soft rag 

Matt medium (Sara prefers satin finish) 

NO mod podge 

Elmer’s glue 

Bring any magazine (Or one with your theme) “ 

Such as BH&Gardens has flowers, birds, nature. Glamour, Vogue has faces.” 
Or bring napkins, tissue paper, stamps. Paper choice must be thinner than construction 

paper 
Precut stacks of wonderful, small, delightful, little pictures 

that please you and bring them. This will give you a head 

start on telling a story with paper instead of paint. 

 

Questions:           Call Sara at 402-884-2277   

                                   or 402-415-7276 

Judy Freeland, Fun Shop Chair 

(She’s a cute dish, too!  ;) 

 

 

Sara Wamsat,                 

past OAI President and 

award winning artist will be 

our instructor. 

We’re on the Web 
Www.omahaartistsinc.com 
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Find clear, flat 
glass dishes for 
this Fun Shop.        



 

 

Sept

October 2021 

October 2021 

Court 
Inspiration  

 

 

 Charlie’s on the Lake has a NEW NAME 

& SIGN ON THEIR BUILDING! 
(located at 4150 South 144th St. )  

The new sign reads:  Charlie’s Sports Bar 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Courtesy—Barbara Mathewson, Chair 
                (402) 339-7785  mspiggy0219@aol.com 

 
New Members –Carol Barnes 
 
Sympathy—Gloria Timperley—Vickey Timperley’s  mother-in-law 
Eleanor Romona Hamann—Ester Brabec’s  stepmother               
         
 Thinking of You—LaVonne Tripp—past OAI President 
                              Marilyn Beig’s daughter-in-law 
                            Linda Leary’s husband 

Luncheon/General Meeting  
Wed., Oct. 27, 2021    Charlie’s on the Lake 

                     Address:  4150 South 144th St. 

                        12:00 pm         Board Meeting at 11:00 

 

Do you have a special collection or passion? 
 Well, our October speaker does. Self proclaimed “Silverware Nerd,” 
Jordan Sager will share his art journey. Jordan mixes history with aesthetics 
as he creates necklaces, bracelets, and rings. He designs solely by letting each 
pattern “speak” to him. Some pieces may hint at a subtle shedding of material 
while others want to be flattened out and made anew! 
Come join us and be inspired... 
 
Reservations due Friday, Oct 22 at noon   

 Call    Linda Guynn @ 402 618-0347 or 

email to lunch@omahaartistsinc.com                      
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“Good composition is like a suspen-

sion bridge, each line adds strength 

and takes none away...Get the art of 

controlling the observer, that is com-

position.” ~Robert Henri 

October 2021 



Primary Business 
AddressAddress Line 2 

Address Line 3 
Address Line 4 

Phone: 555-555-5555 
Fax: 555-555-5555 

Email: someone@example.com 

ANAC:  Association of Nebraska Art Clubs 
Jo Anne Nielsen 

www.nebraskaartclubs.org 

Congratulations to Omaha Artists Inc.   We had 2 winners in the “From da Vinci to da Virtual” virtual  show,    They 
are Emmett Egr for his Photograph, titled  “Standing Strong” and Julie Seevers for her colored pencil, titled 

“Pandemic Trio”.  These two members received Certificates of Excellence and are on the website until June 2022 
A great big thank to Katie Johnson for helping me enter these on the web.  It was my first time and they said we did 

an excellent job.   Katie Johnson also took all the photos.    Thanks again.   
“Hub of the Heartland” will be the 2022 ANAC Conference and held in Broken Bow, NE June 8-11, 2022.  More infor-

mation will be coming in the following months.                                

   
 

Please visit the ANAC Web Site www.nebraskaartclubs.org to visit the entire 2021 show.   

 

                                                                        

Please visit the ANAC Web Site www.nebraskaartclubs.org to visit the entire 2021 show.   
ANAC Committee:   Jo Anne Nielsen 402.250.6464, Karen Lastovica 402.498.6423 and 

BUSNESS NAME 

Nebraska Medicine. If 

you are unable to at-

tend or shop, mone-

tary donations help fill 

in areas of need or 

where we are short on 

supplies.  Our art 

reach committee 

thanks you, 

Sara Wamsat, Rose 

Rutherford, Sally Cal-

houn  Needed Items: 

24 pack Crayola 

crayons 

Colored pencils 

Drawing pads 

Drawing pencils 

Sharpeners and   

 

 erasers 

For almost 20 years, 

through the generous 

donations of our 

membership, Omaha 

Artists, Inc. has given 

art supplies to various 

groups. We continue 

with this worthwhile 

giving opportunity 

every November at 

the holiday Fun Shop. 

We are no longer able 

to take any used sup-

plies, and the list has 

changed a bit. Please 

consider helping us to 

gather items that will 

be appreciated and 

used by the Life Care 

patients at the Lied 

Transplant Center, 

All colored craft 

paint 

Canvas 8x10 or 

smaller 

8 color watercolor 

sets 

Brushes and mark-

ers 

Scissors 

School glue and 

glue sticks 

Rulers 

Stencils 

Games books 

Small boxed 

games 

How to art books 

Adult color books 

All frames/cut 

mats 8x10 & un-

der  

Community Art Reach 
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Court 
Inspiration  

We’re on the Web 
Www.omahaartistsinc.com 

 

 

 

 

            Registration:   Wednesday November 3, 11-1 pm 

             

            Reception:      Sunday November 7, 2-4 pm 

            

            Take down:      Monday November 29, 11-1 pm 

 

             Theme: " Dreamscapes " 

            
             "Dreamscapes" - a landscape within a dream; a dreamlike scene or 

picture having surreal qualities: an imaginary, surrealistic, or dreamlike scene or setting, such as in 

a film. Maybe a day dream, or a nightmare.  

Penny Christensen, November art show’s judge is a painter, 
author, and owner of Penny’s Vision Gallery in Neola, Iowa. 
She believes each painting has a story and gives a glimpse 
at the idealistic world. Penny is also involved in the Eagles of 
Honor project with her bronze sculpture husband, Russ 
Christensen. We look forward to having Penny judge our 
show and believe she will bring a unique perspective to our 
theme, "Dreamscapes". 

 

Entry fee is $15.00 

   Size restrictions apply based on the outside of the frame. 

   3 pieces allowed when no larger than 11x14    

   2 pieces when any piece over 11x14 and no larger than 30x30 

   1 piece when larger than 30x30 and no larger than 40x40 

                                            Sculptures are not restricted to size.   

    

 

 

 

Please make sure to reference your roster for Standards for Exhibiting Artwork. Your piece must 

be ready to hang when presented at registration.  

 
For this show you may pre-register on line to gourdartstudios@aol.com through Saturday, October 30.  You 

will still present your work and pay the entry fee at registration. To pre-register provide the name of the artist, 

phone #, price, title, media and size (see above) for each piece. If not pre-registered, at registration present your 

work with a completed registration form per above for each piece and entry fee. 

 

“Dreamscapes”  
Fall Art Show Information at  

Hot Shops—1301 Nicholas Street 
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ARTIST __________________  
PHONE ____________________ 
TITLE _____________________  
MEDIA ____________________ 
SIZE ______________________ 
PRICE ____________________  
NUMBER (to be assigned) _____ 
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ARTIST __________________  
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PRICE ____________________  
NUMBER (to be assigned) _____ 
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Sharon Clawson            Linda Bernett 

Art Show Co –Chairs 

mailto:gourdartstudios@aol.com


 

Fun Shop -----Foiled Again! Katie 
Johnson 
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            Registration:   Wednesday November 3, 11-1 pm 

             

            Reception:      Sunday November 7, 2-4 pm 

            

            Take down:      Monday November 29, 11-1 pm 

 

    Theme: " Dreamscapes " 

            
             "Dreamscapes" - a landscape within a dream; a dreamlike scene or picture having surreal qualities: an 

imaginary, surrealistic, or dreamlike scene or setting, such as in a film. Maybe a day dream, or a nightmare.  

 

Entry fee is $15.00 

   Size restrictions apply based on the outside of the frame. 

   3 pieces allowed when no larger than 11x14    

   2 pieces when any piece over 11x14 and no larger than 30x30 

   1 piece when larger than 30x30 and no larger than 40x40 

                                            Sculptures are not restricted to size.   

    

Please make sure to reference your roster for Standards for Exhibiting Artwork. Your piece must be ready to 

hang when presented at registration.  

 
For this show you may pre-register on line to gourdartstudios@aol.com through Saturday, October 30.  You 

will still present your work and pay the entry fee at registration. To pre-register provide the name of the artist, 

phone #, price, title, media and size (see above) for each piece. If not pre-registered, at registration present your 

work with a completed registration form per below for each piece and entry fee. 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming shows:  
Winter All Member Show 2022 - Jewish Community Center, 333 South 132nd Street.     Registration Monday, 

January 31, 11-1 pm.  Reception Sunday February 6, 2-4 pm.,   Take down February 27 2-4 pm.  

                                  
Spring Show 2022 - LaCasa Restaurant, 4432 Leavenworth Street. mid-March thru end of April with specific dates 

to be determined.  

 

Any questions contact Linda Bernett at gourdartstudios@aol.com, text or call 712 435-9723. 

“Dreamscapes”  
Fall Art Show Information at  

Hot Shops—1301 Nicholas Street 
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gious prosecution. The 
decision was made to 
change the name to Art 
Bridge in 2012 as our art 
lessons "bridged" the diffi-
culties of communication 
across cultures and lan-
guages. 

      Our intent is to impart 
art skills for drawing and 
painting. We discovered 
that our students were un-
skilled in the basics. Some-
times unable to use scis-
sors, glue or paint.  There-
fore we hope to provide an 
art experience with time to 
just be creative and have 
fun.  Lessons are kept sim-
ple with only 3-4 steps and 

 
 
 
 

 

 

ART BRIDGE UPDATE 
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normally given 
on the second 
Wednesday of 
the month, Sep-
tember thru 
May. The les-
sons have 
evolved thru 
trial and error, 
but they get the visu-
als.  Many of the students 
come from terrible situations, 
often living in refugee camps 
for lengthy periods. They be-
come absorbed in their work, 
are very bright and teachable 
and design oriented. Hopeful-
ly they receive a positive art 
experience, while we re-
enforce English, teach basic 
skills and send them home 
with a piece of their work .We 
try and provide seasonal and 
or cultural scenes that they 
will encounter in Nebraska, 

such as snowmen, 
birds, pumpkins, 
leaves.  
   Due to the Covid 19 
shut down, Art Bridge 
went on hiatus in 
March of 2020 and ESL 
classes have yet to 
resume in the class-

room setting. We look forward 
with once again providing les-
sons in the near future and 
working with the new influx of 
refugees from Afghanistan.  

For almost 20 years, through the 

generous donations of our membership, Omaha Art-

ists, Inc. has given art supplies to various groups. We 

continue with this worthwhile giving opportunity 

REQUESTING  

NEW, UNUSED  

ART SUPPLIES for ART REACH                                                               

Questions Call...Sara Wamsat, 

Chair 402-415-7276 

Needed  ART Items: 

24 pack Crayola crayons 

Colored pencils 

Drawing pads 

Drawing pencils 

Sharpeners and   

erasers 

All colored craft paint  

 

 

 

 

paint 

Canvas 8x10 or 

smaller 

8 color watercolor 

sets 

Brushes and markers 

Scissors 

School glue            

 

 

Glue sticks 

Rulers 

Stencils 

Games books 

Small boxed games 

How to art books 

Adult color books 

All frames/cut mats 

8x10 & under  

Omaha Artists volun-
teers began teaching 
classes to English as a 
Second Language stu-
dents in March of 
2002  known as the 
Sudanese Art Project. 
In 2002 and following 
years most of the stu-
dents were from Su-
dan.  A country torn by 
conflict, civil war and 
famine. Around 2008 
more students arrived 
from Burma, previously 
know as Myanmar, 
Somalia and Buhtan. 
These refugees also 
suffering from vio-
lence, famine and reli-
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What “speaks” to YOU? 

Linda Bernett 

Chair 

mailto:gourdartstudios@aol.com
mailto:gourdartstudios@aol.com
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Omaha Artists Inc – General Meeting 

Date: September 22, 2021 Place: Charlie’s on the Lake 

President, Sherry Reese called the meeting to order at 12:15 a.m. 
with 20 members in attendance 

                Treasurer: Jo Anne Nielsen reported $7,593.08 

 

Committee Reports: 

Art Shows: Sharon Clawson distributed Fall Art Show invitations for “Dreamscapes” held Nov 4-
29 at Hot Shops. See newsletter for details 

Cookbooks: Jo Anne Nielsen reported cookbooks available with proceeds to offset Gala expens-
es. 

Courtesy – Barbara Mathewson reported. See newsletter for details 

Fun Shop – Sherry Reese reported for Judy Freeland the October Fun Shop 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 
p.m. will feature award winning, past President Sara Wamsat. See newsletter for details. 

Gala/Event planner – Patti Kounkel and Katie Johnson. Katie reported any cancellations need to 
be reported ASAP to allow for ticket availability. Johnny Ray Gomez featured musician. LOTS of 
exciting details reported including a t.v. to be raffled! See newsletter for details 

Membership – Jo Anne Nielsen reported 105 members 

Program – Barbara Egr reported the October 27 general meeting at Charlie’s on the Lake will fea-
ture Jordan Sager. See newsletter for details. Board meeting at 11:00 

President – Sherry Reese shared she is looking forward to a great year with the club! 

Motion to adjourn Barbara Egr Seconded by Pat Lontor 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 Barbara Egr for Kathy Hayduska 
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Last but not least… 
        The Truth About “Effortless” Paintings 
 
Artists whose paintings are enjoyable to view because of their 

seemingly effortless brushstrokes may, in reality, strive mightily 

to achieve this effect. John Singer Sargent is one of those artists. 

When he described his process of painting, it was anything but 
effortless. He removed and reapplied his paint numerous times 

until he got that “loose and effortless” look, making the difficult 

look easy. 



Omaha Artists, Inc. 
Barbara Schmid-Egr 
305 Kayleen Dr. 
Bellevue, NE 68005 


