
Dear Omaha Area Artists,

First of all  Happy New Year! This is the first time we
can literally say, “Hindsight is 2020.” Personally, I am
totally ready to put that year in the can and move on.
However, I learned a few lessons from last year. A few
of my life lessons:

To Try - Our Omaha Artists, Inc Board discussed the
idea of a virtual art show for several months before we
were willing to take the leap and try. We reasoned
that “something would be better than no art show at
all.” Guess what? Many of you agreed. As a matter of
fact, 35 of you signed up for the show!

To Strengthen my “art of living” muscle-When I felt
lonely, I tried to call someone who was staying home
due to health reasons. I taught myself some new songs
for the piano. I helped others – family & friends – with
food when they had the virus. When I felt defeated
(our Christmas trip was canceled and I missed my
granddaughter so badly) I painted. Art has always
been my therapy. 

To Find Joy -The only real control, in life, I hold is
what can fit in my own personal hula hoop- my
attitude, actions, and words. It’s up to me to find and
complete fulfill ing activities. For me, simple pleasures
truly are the best – spending time with a child...even
Facetime! Being present and enjoying a sunset.
Finding the beauty in winter fog.

I realize for some, 2020 was total devastation...loss of
loved ones, health, or a job. The above mentioned
items are just the lessons I learned. I hope you will
ponder the idea of what you gleaned from 2020. I
would love you to share your epiphanies with me, if you
so desire. Until then...

Warmly,

Barbara Egr

A FEW WORDS FROM YOUR
PRESIDENT

Barbara Schmid-Egr - President 

(402) 686-0521 bschmidski@cox.net

COURTESY
New Members:

Tim Guzinski

Hana Brock

Patri Slaven (Rejoin)

Celebration:

Linda Leary - 50th Wedding Anniversary

 

Barbara Mathewson, Courtesy Chair 

(402) 339-7785 mspiggy0219@aol.com

"To be an artist
is to believe in

life."
Henry Moore

January 2021



Our Activities
 

GENERAL MEETING
 

Learn how to Develop Your Artistic Sense of Style!

Have you ever noticed how some artists just have a

signature style?  You can identify their artwork within a

show.  Did you ever wonder how this “style” was

developed?

Our January speaker, Sarah McWilliams acrylic artist, has

enjoyed an eclectic life history which included studying art

history and has always loved animals.  She will share how

she developed her signature style.  “Uniquely You!

Discovering Inspiration and Your Personal Style”is the

subject of our next luncheon Ms. McWilliams’ lecture: 

January 27th, 2021 - 12:00pm

Farmhouse Cafe - 3461 South 84th St. 

(next to Mangelsen’s)

Reservations MUST be made by Friday January 22nd by

noon to Linda Guynn lunch@omahaartistsinc.com or call

402-618-0347.  

Strict Covid restrictions – social distancing / masks – will

be in place assuring our safety.

NOTE CHANGE OF TIME & VENUE

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

 

Fused Glass With Sarah

January 20th, 2021 - 10:30am

Rainbow Artistic Glass

3709 South 138th St (138th & "B" St) Omaha

 

Pre-Register by Monday, January 18th to Shirley

Schmidt  402-592-4873 or email: 

 smschmidt47@aol.com

 

We open our 2021 Fun Shop schedule with a "field

trip" to Rainbow Artistic Glass where Sarah Stieren

will guide our class in creating a fused glass art

piece.  Class size will be limited so you must pre-

register.  If we exceed a safe "social distancing"

morning session number, we can add a 1:30pm

afternoon class.   

Sarah will demonstrate and guide us in making a

fused glass piece; these art pieces can range from

a 4x4 glass tile, to a 6" slumped (dish) tile, picture

frame, garden stake, and other larger pieces if

desired.  Prices will range from $12 to $35-$40

(depending on your selection).  Payment is to be

made the day of class and it usually takes about 2

weeks for the pieces to be fired, and ready to be

picked up.  If you get a chance to stop in

beforehand, you can get an idea of what is

available.  Please call ahead to be sure they will be

open (402-330-7676) .  

Safety glasses will be provided, however you may

bring your own.  If people wear regular glasses,

that could be sufficient.  Masks are of course

required.  I've taken several classes and it is a fun

activity with a beautiful piece of art as a result.  I

look forward to seeing you there and to a year of

fun classes.  Happy 2021!!!

JANUARY FUN SHOP



The judged, virtual show will be exhibited on our website February 1. The show will have
awarded prizes, including a $100 Member’s Choice Award from Dick Blick. This award will be
voted for by members only! The winners will be announced online in February (date to be
announced). Prize money and appropriate ribbons will be mailed to the winners.

There is no theme for this show.We hope many of our artists will try this new way to show
their art! Keep on painting and creating and someday we will have “in-person” shows
again!!!!

Here’s how it will work:
Prior to judging, all entries will appear on the website with the entry title and number only.
Once the judge has made award selections, the entries will be updated to display the
artist’s name with the title, medium, size, and price. There will also be a link to a form for
interested buyers to contact the artist. You are responsible for working out the details of
the sale.

REMINDER ARTWORK ENTRIES DUE BY JANUARY 15TH. 
Show registration fee deadline has now passed.

You have options for getting digital photos of your entries for the show!

Option 1: You can have your entries photographed by a professional for $29!  Steve Reese,
Sherry’s husband, is a professional photographer. He has agreed to take digital photos of up
to three entries and the artwork tags for $29. Better yet, he will take care of sending the
image files to be added to the website!  The $29 is separate from your registration fee of
$15. Contact Steve Reese directly on his cell phone to make an appointment at 402-212-
5404. You will leave your artwork with him to be photographed and he will let you know
when it is ready to be picked up. He will have a list of members who have paid the entry
fee. If your name is not on the list, Steve will ask you to contact Jo Anne Nielsen, Omaha
Artists Inc. treasurer, before you can make an appointment.

Option 2: You can photograph your own entries.Unless you are familiar with your camera
settings, it is strongly recommended you take advantage of the option to have your entries
photographed for you! 

More information, your artists tags and file specifications (for those using Option 2)
can be found at 

https://omahaartistsinc.com/members/art-shows/virtual-art-show-information

IMPORTANT DETAILS



Tell us about you?  
I am originally from northwestern KS-Phillipsburg, KS until age 10 and then moved to Lincoln, NE. I
graduated from college with Degrees: B.S. Elementary Education-College of St. Mary, Omaha, M.S.
in Elementary Education, Endorsement in Library/Media Education-University of NE at Omaha. I
taught Intermediate grades for 7 years and taught as a Library/Media Specialist 25 years. The most
eye-opening teaching experience was as a Reading Lab teacher for one semester at Gatesville Home
for Boys (Grades 5-8) Reform School, in Gatesville, TX while my husband finished his last 6 months in
the Army at Ft. Hood, TX. I retired from teaching in 2006. I now volunteer in various capacities: St.
Leo the Great Catholic Church Parish Library, Co-Coordinator of the Christmas Angel Tree Project
collecting gifts for children of incarcerated parents, long-time member/current recording secretary
of the Educational Fraternity, Alpha Delta Kappa, Zeta Chapter, looking forward to being a mentor at
NorthStar Foundation and a dog walker at the NE Humane Society in 2021. I belong to 2 book clubs.  

Tell us about your history with Omaha Artists Inc?  
I joined a few years ago after a former teaching colleague, painting friend and OAI member, Judy
Freeland, told me about the club. I enjoy how everyone in this organization is so helpful. I enjoy
learning from other artists at the Fun Shops and admire the community outreach opportunities
sponsored by OAI. This is a wonderful organization in which to learn at your own pace and explore
new media. I became an Executive Officer - Secretary of OAI in 2020!  

How did you get involved in art? What is your favorite medium? How has your art evolved? What
is your inspiration? Awards?  Having taken piano lessons as a young child and teenager, I always
have been inspired by classical music. I have been enjoyed exploring visual art as a viewer and
participant since childhood. Since 2007, three teaching colleagues and I have met weekly to paint,
meeting at each others ’ homes. A 4th retired teacher joined us 2 years ago. I enjoy watercolor and
photography. I am still searching for my personal style and personal medium. Nature, unusual shapes,
unusual lighting and other artists inspire me! Awards received: OAI Honorable for photos of the Platte
River at Sunset, Joy Long Award for Lighting for a photo of the Brooklyn Bridge/Empire State Bldg.  

LINDA LEARY: SECRETARY 2020-2021

Member Spotlight

What is a little-known fact about you?  
I love to Tent Camp! 

What do you enjoy doing in your free time?  
My interests include reading, music, flower gardening,
volunteering and painting. 

Tell us about a couple of your favorite books you have
read (name and author)?  
Book of Lost Names by Lisa Windgate, Man’s Search for
Meaning by Viktor Frank, When the Crawdads Sing by Delia
Owens and any book by Sr. Joyce Rupp, OSM.   

What are your travel experiences?  
In 2008 Jim and I traveled to Germany for a family reunion of
cousins on my maternal grandmother’s side. We enjoy visiting
children and other relatives in NYC, Washington, D.C., Seattle,
San Francisco, NC, TX and FL,  



OAI Business
 

What are you known for?  
My smi le;  my organizat ional  sk i l l s   

What ski l ls  would you l ike to learn?   
I  would l ike to play the piano by ear;
paint ing shadows in draping att i re;  o i l
paint ing.  

Has anything or anyone changed your
l ife?  
Being marr ied to my husband for  50 years
and the death of our  son.  

What is your favorite quote or saying?   
“ I  cannot l ive without books” .  -  Thomas
Jefferson

Interv iew Submitted by:  Kat ie Johnson

The ANAC Executive Board has determined with this

crazy year that 2020 ANAC dues will apply to 2021. 

 New members will still need to pay dues. 

Now as for those that have already paid for 2021 thru

OAI, the Treasurer has deposited this money and has a

record of those who have paid.  And in the February

newsletter will be posting all those eligible for the

2021 Conference.  Your ANAC dues that have been

paid will be applied for the following year.  

The new Conference date will be June 9, 2021 – June

12, 2021.  It is still held in Fremont, NE.  Watch for more

information in the 2021 Conference Spring newsletter.  

If you have any questions please feel free to call

Jo Anne Nielsen, 402-250-6464, your ANAC

Chairperson.

SPOTLIGHT CONTINUED:
LINDA LEARY

ANAC NEWS

KEEPING SOCIAL
Do you follow OAI online?

Facebook.com/OmahaArtistsInc is the group’s

social media channel for informing the public

about upcoming events and general information.

Facebook.com/groups/OAI.members is a

member’s only page that provides a space for the

group to socialize online. Members must be invited

by a current member or a page administrator to

see the page.

"If I create from
the heart,

nearly
everything

works; if from
the head,

almost
nothing.."

Marc Chagall



 

Genie Schafer Art Memorial Scholarship 2021 

Established in 2001 in loving memory of Genie by her husband, Dave Schafer. Genie loved and attended 
many workshops, where she learned, laughed and made new friends. This is a great opportunity to 
attend a workshop of your liking. Applications will be accepted starting January 1st and deadline is 
March 1. The scholarship shall be awarded at the March meeting of Omaha Artists, Inc. (Check your 
newsletter for date, time and location.) There will be 2 recipients selected and each shall receive 
$400.00. Requirements for the Genie Schafer Art Memorial Scholarship: You must be a member of 
Omaha Artists Inc. or the Bellevue Artist Association for at least 2 years prior to applying for scholarship 
and have a sincere desire to improve artistic skills. The Scholarship is to be used for any art workshop 
conducted by a recognized teacher. 

 

Please provide information below:  

Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________Phone ___________________ 

Name and location of 
workshop:____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
How do you feel you would benefit from this 
workshop:____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Applications Must be received by March 1, 2021  

Mail to: Barbara Egr, 305 Kaylene Dr., Bellevue, NE  68005.   Any questions or concerns please contact 
Barbara Egr, 402-686-0521 or email bschmidski@cox.net 

  

 

mailto:bschmidski@cox.net


 

Omaha Artists Inc. Memorial Scholarship 2021 

This scholarship entitles you an opportunity to attend a workshop of your choice. Applicants should 
have a sincere desire to improve their artistic skills and be an OAI Member for at least 2 years prior to 
applying for a scholarship. You must be willing to share what you have learned by conducting a Fun Shop 
after attending the workshop. Previous winners of this award may reapply after a 5-year-period. This 
scholarship awards the recipient $500.00 which includes conducting a Fun Shop within the Omaha 
Artists, Inc. calendar year. The scholarship will be awarded at the March Omaha Artists Inc. meeting.  

 

Please provide information:  

Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________Phone ___________________ 

Name and location of 
workshop:____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
How do you feel you would benefit from this 
workshop:____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Applications Must be received by March 1, 2021 

Mail to: Barbara Egr, 305 Kaylene Dr., Bellevue, NE  68005, Any questions or concerns please contact 
Barbara Egr, 402-686-0521 or email bschmidski@cox.net 

 

 

 



Danielle Easdale - Newsletter Chair
7438 N 139th Ave
Omaha, NE 68142

COMMUNITY ART REACH
Dear Omaha Artists, Inc. Members,

A sincere thank you to all who were able to give financial and art supply donations. These were collected at the

November Fun Shop. The Life Care patients at the Lied Transplant Center and the Community Art Reach

committee members thank you.

Sincerely,

Sara Wamsat, Rose Rutherford, and Sally Calhoun


