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A few words from your President… 
Dear Omaha Area Artists, 

By the time you are reading this newsletter message, the foliage and colors 
around our area will be amazing. It will be a big change from even a month ago. 
That is how our earth is. It is always changing. 

I am always changing, too. I bet you are, also. As a watercolorist, this last year I 
started incorporating faces into my artwork. I never thought I would try and paint 
faces, but after attending so many zoom meetings, I started sketching. That is 
how life is for me. There are unintended outcomes…sometimes good and 
sometimes not so good. 

One way I try and add more color to my life is to have a little fun. This can be as 
enjoyable as a delicious cup of coffee with a friend-Covid style, a jovial 
conversation on the telephone, or a piece of commissioned art that turned out the 
way I had hoped it would. I record these little bright spots with a star in my small calendar I keep in my purse. It is 
my goal to have 12 stars in a month. 

Please know that we share your disappointments of the canceled art shows. The Board is working on the idea of a 
virtual art show during our pandemic. There are logistics involved before this can come to fruition. However, just 
because there is not a November art show does not mean we cannot create art. I challenge you to paint, sculpt, 
sew, or draw something seasonal and beautiful this October. 

So, during this beautiful autumn season, I encourage you to plan some “star” activities to brighten your days. 
Playfulness leads to creativity, and creativity often can lead to a creation of art. 

Your President, 

Barbara 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara Schmid-Egr 
President 
(402) 686-0521 
bschmidski@cox.net 

 

Courtesy 
• Maggie Dallas 

– New Member 
• Cathy Gilmore 

– New Member 
• Lavonne Tripp 

– With Sympathy 
 

Barbara Mathewson 
Courtesy Chair 

(402) 339-7785 
mspiggy0219@aol.com 

 

 

With Gratitude for your Services: 

 

https://www.timmystreehouse.com 



Fun Shops 
OCTOBER FUN SHOP    -    PLEASE NOTE, NEW VENUE FOR OCTOBER CLASS 

WHAT:   Plein Air with Sue Loyd                                                                               
WHERE:   Zorinsky Park (Directions Below) 
WHEN:   9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. - Wednesday, October 21st -  
COST:  $4.00 members/$5.00 non-member 

Pre-Register to Shirley Schmidt 402-592-4873 or email:  smschmidt47@aol.com 

Due to health restrictions because of COVID, Jean Barban is unable to present her 
Rock Painting class in October.   
 
Instructor:  Sue Loyd 

OAI member Sue Loyd has graciously accepted to do a class for us on Plein Air - 
Acrylic/Watercolor/Oil.  Sue attended the University of Nebraska at Lincoln, 
majored in Fine Art, and married before completing her Bachelor's degree.  In addition to family life, Sue was active 
in Midwest Photo Company (her family's photo lab) until the lab closed.  She then worked at Omaha Public 
Schools.  At that time, she began painting with plein air artists locally.  Upon retiring in 2018, Sue stepped up her 
painting, sought out artistic communities, and participated in juried and organizational art shows.  Sue is a new 
member of the Artists' Cooperative Gallery this year, is active in Omaha Artists, Inc., (where she has won a first 
place award in a showing), has work on display at the Hoff Family Arts and Cultural Center in Council Bluffs, and is 
a member of Nebraska Women's Caucus for Art.  She is married to David Loyd, who is also a member of the 
Artists' Cooperative Gallery.   

We will meet at Zorinsky Park using the East entrance off 168th Street.  The entrance is the first east turn into the 
park south of Center Street (look for the balloons at the entrance sign).  There is a covered pavilion and restroom 

facilities are at this location. 

Supply List: 

• Easel or flat work surface for watercolors 
• Stretched canvas or canvas board for oil or 

acrylic.  Small sizes work well because of the 
short time span 

• Watercolor paper.  (Dick Blick and Strathmore 
have watercolor pads that work well as surface 
also; Cold 

• Press is rougher and Hot Press is smoother. 
• Artists' tape 
• Paint Smock 
• Folding chair or stool (unless you prefer to stand) 

• Paints, the fewer the better.  I bring a color wheel 
too for reference 

• Water for cleaning brushes 
• Water, solvents, and mediums as needed for 

mixing paints.  Squeeze bottles or spray bottles 
work well. 

• Brushes 
• Palette knives (acrylic or oil) 
• Palette(s) 
• Paper towels or rags and bag to put trash in & 

clip to attach bag to worksurface or easel 

Optional: 

• Pencil to make preliminary sketch 
• Camera to take reference photo 
• Frisket for watercolors 
• Compact easel sets available from artist supply 

stores 
• Backpack to make it easier to carry supplies 

• Small, wheeled tote box (available at office supply 
stores/Walmart) 

• Umbrella 
• Good walking shoes 
• Sunhat 
• Cotton gloves 

Shirley Schmidt 
Fun Shops Chair 
402-592-4873 
smschmidt47@aol.com 

 



Art Show News 

 

 

 

 

October General Meeting Dinner 
Do you work full-time?  Is joining a gallery on your bucket list? Well, 2020 is the PERFECT year to make this 
happen, and this evening meeting will give you the information you need. You will not want to miss this opportunity! 

Please come join us Wednesday, October 28 IN THE EVENING at 6:30- Covid style - at Valentino’s 102nd and 
Maple Street. We will wear masks, set only three to a table, and social distance. Valentino’s has a large room in 
which we will meet.  

Photographer Ashley Stevens will share her journey as an artist/photographer/multiple gallery member from Dallas 
to Gretna. A question and answer session will follow her program. 

Wednesday, October 28th, 2020 at 6:30pm 
Valentino’s, 102nd & Maple Street – Function Room 

 
RSVP to Linda Guynn 402-618-0347 or email to 

lunch@omahaartistsinc.com 
Reservation by Monday Noon, October 26th, 2020. 

 
Hi! My name is Ashley Stevens. I am a local Nebraska photographer. I am in 
four different art galleries, here in Nebraska. I participate in shows and events 
and run a portrait photography business. I strive to be a one-stop shop for all 
photography needs. I print my own fine art prints and can create anything of 
which you dream. I capture everyday moments in my art so others can enjoy 
the beauty of life. I begin my career shooting portraits in Omaha, and I enjoy 
working with all types of subjects. 

 

 

 

 

Omaha Artists, Inc. Fall Art Show 
November 2020 

at Galley 92 Art Center 
Fremont, NE 

CANCELLED DUE TO COVID 

Sharon Clawson 
Art Show Chair 
(402) 672-7536 
bsclaw001@hotmail.com 

 

mailto:lunch@omahaartistsinc.com


Spotlight Member:  Barbara Egr 
Q:  Tell us about you?  

I was born in Illinois but raised in Omaha. I love the Midwest and the 
changing seasons. I was the “surprise that turned into the blessing.” (my 
parents’ words)! My grandmother lived with us and we hung out together a 
lot. 

Emmett and I knew some mutual friends who introduced us. We have nine 
grandchildren and three children. 

I went to Metro and was trained as a commercial artist. I worked for the 
Yellow Pages way back when. However, I felt “the call” to become a teacher 
in my 30s. How great is it that we live in a country where we can return to 
college at any point in our lives? So, I returned to college and earned a 
teaching degree. 

I taught first grade for 15 years. After my brother passed in 2012, I took a hard look at my life and decided I would 
leave the classroom and sub. I was working about 70 hours a week and I was afraid I would be so busy I would not 
participate in my grandchildren’s lives. I wanted them to know me and I wanted to know them! 

About three years ago, I joined the Passageway Gallery in Omaha’s Old Market. It is a co-op gallery, and everyone 
is quite helpful in teaching artists how to grow. Last year, just before Covid-19, I joined Nebraska City’s Self 
Expressions Gallery. Both galleries have been a lot of fun! 

Q:  Tell us about your history with Omaha Artists, Inc?  

My mother passed before I was 30. At that time, I knew a fellow artist, and some of you know her, too. Her name 
was Maxine Tatreau. She became my “adopted” mother. She had been a member of OAI, and she encouraged me 
to join when I left the classroom. 

Q:   What do you like most about this organization or the people? 

I love the membership! We are fortunate to have a diverse group – some of our artists are professionals while 
others are just beginning the journey. I am a people-person. It is from others I gain energy and when we meet for 
Fun Shops or general meetings to learn about others, I draw a star on my calendar for a “red letter day!” 
Remember, if you’re not enjoying this thing called “life” then you’re doing something wrong! Now, of course, we all 
have bad days and even chapters in life, but OAI adds spice to life for me. 

Q:  Anything you would recommend to new members or those thinking of joining? 

Let us know you want to get involved, please! We are looking for three people, right now, to help on an easy 
committee! 

Q:  Tell us about a couple of your favorite books you have read (name and author)? 

“Business Boutique” by Christy Wright and “First Phone Call from Heaven” by Mitch Albom 

Q:   What are your travel experiences? 

Our family camped all over the Midwest as I was growing up. I saved up my pennies and visited relatives in 
Germany when I was 20. I have visited many, many National Parks, Alaska, Hawaii, and the Caribbean 

Q:   What are you known for? 

I am tall, patient, kind, and cannot tell a joke, although sometimes I am naturally humorous! 



Q:   What skills would you like to learn? 

I love watercolor. It is a goal to keep some areas of the composition negative and just keep the 
white paper. 

Q:   Has anything or anyone changed your life?  

I believe my parents had a huge influence on my attitude. They were positive and saw 
problems as “stepping stones from which to grow”.  When I asked my father what he 
thought about me returning to college to become a teacher he said, “Go for it, kid!” 

Q:   What is your favorite quote or saying?  

Be positive...it’s my blood type and motto for life! 

 

Barbara Mitchell Memorial Fund 
Our member and friend, Barbara Mitchell, passed earlier this year. At our 
September Fun Shop, each guest was given a rose in remembrance of Barbara! 

Barbara’s family recognized the joy and contributions this dear artist added to our 
club. Therefore, they have authorized the creation of a memorial fund, in Barbara 
Mitchell’s honor, funding a watercolor workshop next year. Your contributions may 
be sent to: 

Jo Anne Nielsen 
7335 Shadow Lake Plz #312 
Papillion, NE 68046 

 
General OAI Meeting Minutes - September 23, 2020  
Omaha Artists Inc. (OAI) General Meeting   Date: 9/23/2020 Place: Charlie’s on the Lake 
1. President, Barbara Egr-Called to order 12:00pm 

2. Treasurer Report, JoAnne Nielsen-Checking Account Balance: $5016.16 

President Barbara Egr welcomed members to the general meeting. 

Committee Reports: 

Art Shows - Barbara Egr reported the November Gallery 92 show in Fremont is cancelled since no reception is 
possible, the gallery is open only 9 hours a week and it is a long distance. It costs $400 for a judge, prize winners’ 
awards and there would be less volunteer workers due to covid. 

Cookbooks - JoAnne Nielsen reported the recipes are slowly coming in. 

Community Art Outreach - Sara Wamsat reported Linda Jones found a 70% off sale and purchased all the colored 
pencils from a store. Sara told about a young hospital patient wanting to sketch. He was elated when the nurse 
brought him colored pencils and a sketchpad.  

Fun Shop - Shirley Schmidt reported 15 attended the watercolor class presented by Judy Freeland. October’s Fun 
Shop will be a plein air class with the option of oil, acrylic or watercolor. No rsvp is necessary. 

Katie Johnson 
Member Spotlight Reporter 

402-310-0349 
Ktj50love@gmail.com 

 



Hostesses - Linda Guynn will take reservations by phone or email at lunch@omahaartistsinc to rsvp for dinner 
before October 15. Valentino’s, 102nd and Maple-Dinner-$14.50 includes pizza, bread sticks and lasagna with 
social distanced seating. 

Program - Sue Loyd reported to Barbara Egr the October 26, 2020 program will be Photographer Ashley Stevens. 
Ashley has works in 5 local galleries, is a go getter and will appeal to the younger members. 

Membership - JoAnne Nielsen is updating the roster as members send dues. There are 100 members as of 
September 22, 2020. 

Newsletter - Barbara Egr reported 50 members get a hard copy and no one received the September newsletters. 
An inquiry is being made with the United State Postal Service. 

Vice-President - Sherry Reese reported the roster will be completed by the October meeting. The non-members 
are deleted from the website gallery pages.  

JoAnne pointed out in past years the rosters were distributed at the October meeting and she did not mail the 
remaining rosters until January of the following year. In person distribution saved $.80 a roster in addition to an 
envelope cost.  

New Business - Bylaws Committee - JoAnne Nielsen reported the bylaws changes were in the newsletter. Carol 
Coppi made the motion and Rhonda Bruggeman seconded the motion to accept the bylaws changes. The vote to 
accept the bylaws changes was unanimous. 

Adjournment motion Karen Laskovicka, Shirley Schmidt seconded 

Barbara Egr adjourned the general meeting. 
 
 

 

75 Year Anniversary Gala 
Celebration Cookbook Fund 
Raiser  
This cookbook fundraiser is to help reduce 
the cost of the OAI 2021 GALA.  Please 
read all instructions carefully and submit a 
maximum of FIVE (5) recipes per artist.  
We have a new deadline for all recipes, we 
don't have enough yet.   

NEW DEADLINE: NOVEMBER 15,2020 

Please send recipes to Jo Anne Nielsen, 
7335 Shadow Lake Dr, Papillion, NE 68046 

or 

Susan Stevens, 13961 Poppleton, Circle, 
Omaha, NE 68144 or 

Katie Johnson, 5871 South 104th Ave.  
Omaha, NE68127 

If you have any questions, please call Jo 
Anne Nielsen at 402-250-6464 



 



Going the Extra Mile 
June 2020 was the passing of the rose ceremony.  Pictured Katie Johnson-
President, Barbara Egr-Vice President, Judy Freeland-Secretary and Jo Anne 
Nielsen-Treasurer.  We welcome the new Executive Board (2020-2021), Barbara 
Egr-President, Sherry Reese-Vice President, Linda Leary-Secretary and Jo Anne 
Nielsen-Treasurer! During her presidency, Katie Johnson totally appreciated 
each member who was on the OAI Board. These volunteer positions are each an 
important cog in the wheel that makes this organization successful. The passing 
of the gavel to Barbara Egr will make for a smooth transition during this bumpy 
COVID road! 

At the installation of officers, two members were awarded “The Extra Mile Award” by Katie 
Johnson.  Susan Stevens, a past Vice President, manages the OAI Website, co-chairs the 
Membership Committee, handles the email communications, is on the Cookbook Committee, 
has published the rosters and has provided other services and advice. She willingly fills many 
needs of OAI without complaint.  During COVID, there were many times Susan sent out blanket 
emails each time we had to cancel or postpone an event.  

Jo Anne Nielsen, a past vice president and president, Hostess Committee, 
then and now co-chair of the Membership Committee, since 2001 has been on the ANAC 
Committee, Newsletter, Treasurer (Executive Board), assisted with art shows, published 
numerous rosters and is a wealth of information and help for anyone with questions. 

 

Community Art Reach 
For almost 20 years, through the generous donations of our membership, Omaha Artists, Inc.  has given art 
supplies to various groups. We continue with this worthwhile giving opportunity every November at the holiday Fun 
Shop. 
 
We are no longer able to take any used supplies, and the list has changed a bit. Please consider helping us to 
gather items that will be appreciated and used by the Life Care patients at the Lied Transplant Center, Nebraska 
Medicine. If you are unable to attend or shop, monetary donations help fill in areas of need or where we are short 
on supplies. Our art reach committee thanks you, 
 
Sara Wamsat 
Rose Rutherford 
Sally Calhoun 

Needed Donation Items: 

24 pack Crayola crayons 
Colored pencils 
Drawing pads 
Drawing pencils 
Sharpeners and erasers 
All colored craft paint 
Canvas 8x10 or smaller 
8 color watercolor sets 
Brushes and markers 

Scissors 
School glue and glue sticks 
Rulers 
Stencils 
Games books 
Small boxed games 
How to art books 
Adult color books 
All frames/cut mats 8x10 and under



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Danielle Easdale 
Omaha Artists, Inc. Newsletter Chair 
7438 N 139th Ave 
Omaha, NE 68142 
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